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its Order of Jesuits, has been by far the most formidable enemy which the cause of free speculation in Europe has had to encounter, and that, on any survey of the world made since the beginning of the eighteenth century, it is evident that freedom, civil and intellectual, is more fully enjoyed under Protestant than under Catholic governments The ordinary man will say, ' Compaie North America, England, Holland, Germany, with Spain, France, and Italy. In the Protestant zone there is, upon the whole, just "that assurance that every member shall be protected in doing what he believes to be his duty ", wjiich Lord Acton defines as the essence of liberty. In the Catholic zone the case is notonously the reverse'.
To all such observations Loid Acton would oppose a picture of human progress in which the quarrels of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries are contracted to their due proportions If we do not grossly misapprehend him, he held the prime essential of liberty to be that the Church should be separated from the State. This condition was not realized in the ancient world, nor yet in Lutheran Germany and Sweden, but it was realized throughout Europe during the Middle Ages When Christ said,' Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's and unto God the things that are God's', He inaugurated the reign of freedom on earth. The spiritual and temporal spheres, confounded in the economy of the ancient State, were henceforth severed A barrier was raised against absolutism by the birth of a society bound together by spiritual ties, and developing itself according to the rhythm of its own being And sp, while the barbarian invasions of the fifth century resulted in the formation of military monarchies all over Western Europe, no fatal blow was dealt to liberty. On the contrary, liberty is the product of the mediaeval world, with its system of states in which authority was restricted by privileged groups and powerful classes and, above all, by ' the acknowledgement of duties superior to those which are imposed by man'.
It is to the existence of this mediaeval dualism between Church and State, and in particular to the collision between the Empire and Papacy in the eleventh century, that Lord